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[Claim 1] 

A lithium secondary battery including a positive electrode active material, said positive 
electrode active material comprising a composite oxide powder represented by a composition 
formula Li a CobM c Nii-b-c02 (where M is at least one element selected from the group consisting 
of Y, Rh 5 Pd 5 Cd and Sn, 0 < a < 1 .2, 0.01 < b < 0.4, 0.01 < c < 0.4, and 0.02 < b+c < 0.5), 
wherein 

a median diameter is in the range from 3.0 to 20.0 |im, and 

the content of particles having a grain size of 1 ^xm or less is 10% by volume or less. 
[Claim 2] 

A lithium secondary battery including a positive electrode active material, said positive 
electrode active material comprising a composite oxide powder represented by a composition 
formula Li a Co b M c Nii.b-c02 (where M is at least one element selected from the group consisting 
of Y, Rh, Pd, Cd and Sn, 0 < a < 1 .2, 0.01 < b < 0.4, 0.01 < c < 0.4, and 0.02 < b+c < 0.5), 
wherein 

a median diameter is in the range from 6.0 to 15.0 ^m, and 

the content of particles having a grain size of 1 \xm or less is 10% by volume or less. 
[Claim 3] 

A lithium secondary battery set forth in claim 1 or 2, wherein said composite oxide 
powder has a specific surface area in the range from 0.15 to 2.00 m 2 /g by a BET method. 
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